
 

Biography 

COL Randy McClendon 

COL McClendon is a distinguished military graduate from University of Houston 
ROTC’s Cougar Battalion and was commissioned into the Infantry in April 2002. 
His first assignment was with the 2nd Battalion, 504th Parachute Infantry 
Regiment where he led airborne-infantry rifle, mortar, and scout platoons in 
combat operations in support of Operations ENDURING FREEDOM and IRAQI 
FREEDOM. Randy volunteered for Civil Affairs training in 2006 and upon 
completion of the Civil Affairs Qualification Course was assigned to the 97th Civil 
Affairs Battalion (SO) (A).  

COL McClendon led special operations and general purpose-force civil affairs formations in the 97th and 
84th Civil Affairs Battalions, and served as the Civil Affairs officer for 2nd Battalion, 1st Special Forces 
Group. At the operational level Randy was a civil affairs planner for the Army’s 1st Corps and was the 
Civil Affairs Division Chief for Special Operations Command Pacific. Randy commanded the Area Support 
Group Kuwait’s Base Support Battalion and Camp Buehring, Kuwait. COL McClendon is a joint-qualified 
officer with Southeast Asia geographic orientation and completed interagency assignments at US 
Embassies in Jakarta, Hanoi, Manila, and Dhaka. He also served as US Special Operations Command’s 
representative to the Department of State and liaison to the United States Agency for International 
Development. Next, Randy was the Senior Military Assistant to the Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency Director. COL McClendon is a graduate of the National War College. 

EDUCATION 

• 2002, Bachelor of Science in Political Science, University of Houston 
• 2002, Infantry Officer Basic Course 
• 2006, Infantry Maneuver Captain’s Career Course 
• 2007, Civil Affairs Qualification Course 
• 2007, Advanced Regional Analysis Course, Asia Seminar 
• 2008, Special Operations Language Training for Bahasa Indonesia 
• 2011, Joint Operational Fires and Effects Course 
• 2014, Security Assistance Orientation Course 
• 2014, Command and General Staff College 
• 2018, Joint Combined Warfighting School  
• 2025, National War College 

QUALIFICATIONS AND SKILLS 

Air Assault (2B); Joint Qualified (3L); Infantry Mortar Leader (3Z); Ranger Parachutist (5S); Strategic 
Studies Graduate (6Z) 


